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State Opioid Response (SOR) History

• https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/epidemic/index.html
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Urgency of Overdose Prevention

In Virginia (2019), 
• Over 96% of all fatal opioid overdoses were accidents.  
• The majority of overdose deaths involved drugs used illegally:

https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/18/2021/06/Annual-Report-
2019-FINAL.pdf

https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/18/2021/06/Annual-Report-2019-FINAL.pdf
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State Opioid Response (SOR) History

• Virginia is a recipient of federal-awarded funds called State Opioid Response from 

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA)

• This year will be the 3rd release of 2 –year SOR funding cycles (SOR III), which begins on 

October 1, 2022. Based on Virginia’s action plan, put forth by Governor’s Executive 

Leadership Team on Opioids and Addiction:

– SOR I: 2019 and 2020: Promotion of strong coalitions that use evidence-based strategies 

linked to local data will reduce the risk of and to prevent the development of addiction

– SOR II: 2021 and 2022: Reducing opioid overdose related deaths through the provision of 

prevention activities for opioid use disorder (OUD) (including illicit use of prescription opioids, 

heroin, and fentanyl and fentanyl analogs). This program also supports evidence-based 

prevention to address stimulant misuse and use disorders, including for cocaine and 

methamphetamine.

– SOR III: 2023 and 2024: Application pending approval.  This cycle continues with stimulant and 

opioid misuse prevention, and over the counter drug misuse prevention, with increased 

emphasis on outreach to underserved populations.
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Upcoming SOR III Priorities

CURRENT APPLICATION, JULY 18, 2022
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SORIII Prevention Funds the Following

• SOR work at CSBs
• Coalition building/strengthening

• Opioid/stimulant/medication abuse community education

• Distribution of safety devices and disposal kits

• REVIVE! Trainings

• RX TakeBack events

• Many CSBs fund at least part of their SOR staff through this 
grant, too. 

• ACEs education expansion

• Refugee outreach

• Behavioral Health Equity Mini-grants

• Statewide Media Campaign

• TA to CSBs
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SOR Prevention Evolution in Virginia

ACEs, Opioids, Suicide = Urgent, Related, Preventable
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ACEs.Overdose.Suicide.PREVENTABLE

Deterrent Devices Given Out With Education

Example of a locking medication box
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New SOR Initiative

www.lockandtalk.org

Pharmacy Bags with the Insert Card 
Translated Front/Back

• Take inventory of your prescription and 
over the counter medication

• Properly dispose of unused, unwanted, 
or expired medications

• Take medications strictly as directed
• Talk to your children about the dangers 

of overdose and prescription drug 
abuse

+ Suicide Prevention Hotline Contact 
Information and Poison Control 
Information

Endorsed by the Virginia Pharmacists 
Association and spreading statewide.

http://www.lockandtalk.org/
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SOR Supports Safe Medication Disposal

• Deterra Kit Distribution

• Permanent Drop Box Installation

• Drug Take Back Events
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SOR Supports REVIVE! And Rapid REVIVE!

To place orders for REVIVE! kits https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3K6WFX3.

Please contact Tiffani Wells at: tiffani.wells@dbhds.virginia.gov

REVIVE! is the Opioid Overdose and Naloxone Education (OONE) program for 

the Commonwealth of Virginia. REVIVE! provides training on how to recognize 

and respond to an opioid overdose emergency using naloxone.

Naloxone is a prescription medicine that reverses opioid overdoses. It works 

by temporarily blocking the effects of opioids and helps the person to 

breathe again. Naloxone is the generic name but can be found under the 

branded name of Narcan.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3K6WFX3
mailto:tiffani.wells@dbhds.virginia.gov
https://www.narcan.com/




2019, 6 CSBs awarded SOR 
funds $5,000

2020, all 40 CSBs awarded SOR funds of $5,000 
each for OTC



SOR Statewide Media Campaign

“Activate Your Wellness” Campaign

• Website (in early 
phase of 
development) 

• Graphics to use in 
social media

• Billboards
• PSAs
• Print 
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2022 Efforts in Tandem with OBHW Team

SOR Behavioral Health Equity Mini-grants

• SOR funded several BHE Mini-grants this fiscal year

• Mini-grants are awarded to CSBs/BHAs and other helping organizations

• Projects reach all areas of Virginia, and include programs for Vietnamese 
Americans, Women of Color, Black Youth, LGBTQ+ Youth and Adult Populations, 
Adults with Developmental Disabilities, Rural Minorities, Spanish Speaking 
Youth, African American Families, Childcare Providers.

Prevention for Refugee Population

• Summer, 2022: 4 of the leader-participants helped conduct the 32-hour 
Summer Youth Prevention Program alongside subject matter experts.

ACEs Prevention Education

• Development of the LUV (Lift Up Virginia) campaign. This campaign will 
define a lot of the community trauma work as a compassionate and 
empathetic approach to lifting up all Virginians. Supported Building 
Resilient Communities conference, also sent over 3,000 teachers and 
community stakeholders to the Creating Trauma Sensitive Schools Conference.

https://dbhds.virginia.gov/behavioral-health/behavioral-health-wellness

https://dbhds.virginia.gov/behavioral-health/behavioral-health-wellness


Slide 16

Reporting on SOR to DBHDS-OBHW

• Mid-year Report Covers: First day of October- last day of 
March

• End-Year Report Covers: First day of April- last day of 
September

Reports are 2-parts:
1) OMNI sends a report questionnaire (on the behalf of DBHDS-
OBHW) in the form of a Survey Monkey survey for Prevention 
SOR point person to complete.  Attach images/links of SOR 
events and projects that you have collected for that reporting 
period.
2) Prevention SOR point person will then request their CSB 
accounting office to submit a simple Excel spreadsheet with 
the budget, expenditures through the end of the report period, 
and the balance remaining. This is emailed to: 
Rebecca.Textor@dbhds.Virginia.gov as an attachment.

mailto:Rebecca.Textor@dbhds.Virginia.gov
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SOR Resources

• SOR Support--OMNI

– https://www.virginiasorsupport.org/about-sor

• Phase 1 SOR Media Campaign website

https://www.virginiapreventionworks.org/activate/

• Cross-priority Framework

– www.UrgentRelatedPreventable.org

• REVIVE! Information

– https://dbhds.virginia.gov/behavioral-health/substance-abuse-services/revive/

• Johnson and Johnson Scholastic Curriculum and Toolkit

– https://www.scholastic.com/otc-med-safety/index.html

• Lock and Talk

– https://www.lockandtalk.org/

https://www.virginiasorsupport.org/about-sor
https://www.virginiapreventionworks.org/activate/
http://www.urgentrelatedpreventable.org/
https://dbhds.virginia.gov/behavioral-health/substance-abuse-services/revive/
https://www.scholastic.com/otc-med-safety/index.html
https://www.lockandtalk.org/
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Contact Information

Rebecca Textor, MPS, CPS
Behavioral Health Wellness Consultant

Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services

Richmond, VA

Rebecca.textor@dbhds.virginia.gov


